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From Our Pastor

Notes from Session
The Session did not meet in July.
They did however receive a letter
from Karen Rhodes that I will share
with you all. It is to the Session and I
believe the entire Covenant Family.
To the Session of Covenant
Presbyterian Church, I want you
all to know what a lovely and
inspiring memorial service Andy
Cooke conducted for my nephew
Gerry Lambert last Thursday,
July first, in your Memorial
Garden. He made the whole
event warm, personal, and
extremely meaningful to Gerry’s
parents, siblings, and all of us.
Also, I can’t tell you how much it
has meant to me that Covenant
has been so generous to others
in my family who really have
only a tangential relationship to
Covenant. My parents, Norma
and James Mitchner, were
founding members of Covenant,
but now my sisters are scattered
geographically and
denominationally, and we don’t
currently have a member there.
But you have allowed one of my
sisters to purchase a niche for
future use and now allowed my
nephew to be laid to rest there
also. This open heartedness has
meant so much to me and I see
(See “Session Notes,” page 2)
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Back in the late 90s, the office store Staples had one of the best commercials
on TV. You might remember it. A dad skips down an aisle with a shopping
cart while the song “It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the Year” plays over
the store’s loudspeaker. He’s clearly enjoying himself. The camera cuts to
his two children who are obviously less enthused about back-to-school
shopping than their father. I remember that my dad loved this commercial,
and, now as a parent myself, I do too.
As much as we enjoy the summer months,
there’s something wonderful about the
routine that comes with the school year.
There’s something good about the communal
experience of learning together. And I love
new notebooks and new pens and pencils
too; they represent so much potential…it’s
exciting.
Maybe you’re reading this and thinking, “Katelyn, it’s been a long time since
I’ve been in school, and this doesn’t really relate to me.” I’d like to think that
it does.
I remember learning in seminary that the root of the word “discipline” means
“learning.” The same is true for the word “disciple” – a disciple is someone
who learns. We are all learners, and we get to learn together about the
goodness and grace of the God who loves us and claims us in Jesus Christ.
As we begin a new program year at Covenant, I hope that you will recommit
to being a learner and a disciple. This issue of the Chimes gives you an
overview of the happenings in the life of our church this month and this fall,
and I encourage you find a place and a group of people at Covenant with
whom you can delve into Scripture, explore how you can practice your faith
in everyday life, ask questions of God, yourself, and your faith community.
I’ll look forward to seeing you here!
Peace,
Katelyn
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Worship
UPCOMING BAPTISM
We will celebrate with the Cooper
family on the baptism of Charlotte
Cooper on Sunday, August 29. We
hope you will join us in worship!

SUMMER CHOIR
INVITATION
If you’d like to sing with the
Covenant Choir during the summer
months and are fully vaccinated,
please join us in the Balcony at 10:15
a.m. on Sunday mornings. We
prepare an easy anthem in our 30minute rehearsal and sing it during
the 11:00 a.m. worship
service. Covenant’s current Covid
guidelines require choir members to
wear singers’ masks when singing;
we have extras available for your
use.
Questions? See Lyn Patterson or
email her at
lpatterson@covenantaugusta.org.

CHURCH STAFF

Ministers: All Covenant Members
Co-Pastors:
The Rev. Katelyn Gordon Cooke and
The Rev. Andy Cooke
Director of Music and Organist:
Lyn M. Patterson
Parish Associate:
The Rev. Karla Conditt Daniels
Nursery Caregiver: Sherry Nash and
Caley Boomer
Church Secretary: Judy Strogonoff
Finance Secretary: Jenn Harrison

Covenant Presbyterian Church

(continued from page 1)

Jesus reflected in your kindness
and generosity.
One more thing. I think it is a
great witness to the neighborhood
that you leave your playground
open to all and that you maintain
it so beautifully. I know you ask
people not to come during certain
hours when your preschool is in
session, but that is perfectly
reasonable. I live right across the
street in Aumond Place so I have
walked over there many times
with my granddaughter and
numerous great nieces and
nephews. They all love it and so
do I! I am so thankful that
liability concerns, maintenance
issues of whatever have not taken
precedence over leaving the
playground open.

Thank you again for being such a
great neighbor, and even more
important such winsome witness
to Jesus Christ.
Blessings,
This letter, I believe, encourages us
to keep on being who we are as a
Covenant family: Compassionate,
Inclusive and Hospitable. To God be
the Glory.
My thoughts for this month:
Romans 15: 13 And may the God of
hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you believe in Him so that you
may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Judy Grieve,
Clerk of Session

Memorial Garden
Recently, we have held a few small
services in the memorial garden at
the church. It has been a blessing to
have this space during a pandemic
so that we can safely gather outside
and minister to those who are
mourning the death of a loved one. I
am especially grateful to the deacons
for their role in providing hospitality
to families and friends during these
memorial services.
One newer church member in attendance at one of these services
remarked that she did not even know
that we had a memorial garden, so I
decided to put a note in the Chimes
to raise awareness. The memorial
garden is on the Walton Way side of

the building. It is a beautiful space
where people either have their ashes
interred in the columbarium or buried in the ground. Those who opt for
the latter have their names engraved
on a stone near the edge of the grass.
This is an important place for our
congregation, and I would encourage
you to visit it sometime if you haven’t already. While you are there, give
thanks to God for all of those who
have come before us in the faith. If
you are interested in learning more,
or if you would like to reserve a
space for yourself or a loved one,
then please be in touch with me.
Andy Cooke

3131 Walton Way, Augusta, GA 30909
(706) 733-0513
info@covenantaugusta.org
www.covenantaugusta.org
www.facebook.com/covenantaugusta
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m. Mon-Fri
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Financial Update
Dear Friends,
I am writing to present you with a mid-year financial report. As revealed in the chart below, you will see we are running
a bit behind budget in terms of revenues and expenses, resulting in a mid-year budget deficit of $12,146.88. At present, I
do not see this as an immediate cause for alarm, as the summer months are often slow, and things tend to pick up again as
we move from summer into fall. However, I would invite you to review your YTD giving history to be sure your pledges
are up to date.
The world is awakening from dark and frightening time, and with it, so too is the mission and ministry of our beloved
church. Thank you all for your faithful giving. Thank you to our elected officers and staff for their faithful stewardship.
And thank you to God, for God is faithful still.
Grace and peace,
Aubrey Moore, Treasurer
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Education
SUMMER SUNDAYS
Summer Sundays wrap up this
month, and we hope you’ll plan to
join us!
On Sunday, August 1, members of
the Matthew 25 Task Force will host
a poverty simulation to help us better
understand the complexities of
poverty and the difficult decisions
that people who live below the
poverty line often have to make.
Join Jodi Huff and Elaine Lee in
room 12 for this program.
For our last Summer Sunday on
August 8, Music Ministry will lead
us in a hymn sing at 10:45 a.m. in the
sanctuary, and we’ll make a joyful
noise to the Lord!
A big thank you to everyone who has
been part of Summer Sundays 2021!
Our spirits have been fed and our
faith has grown through prayer, song,
service, and stories over the last ten
weeks.

KICK-OFF SUNDAY
Mark your calendars for Kick-Off
Sunday on August 15!
The Education Ministry Team invites
everyone to gather in the Fellowship
Hall at 9:45 a.m. for a brief program
and kick-off to the church Sunday
School year! Hear about what each
class is doing this fall, meet the class
leaders, and pray together. We’ll
dismiss from the Fellowship Hall to
individual classes where we’ll share
refreshments and jump into our fall
studies!

Jesus did and taught his followers to
do. The curriculum has lessons
designed for people of all ages, and
it explores where we see these
spiritual practices in Scripture and
how we can live them in our day-today lives. The lessons incorporate
different types of activities including
games, technology, art projects,
nature, science, and drama. We’re
looking forward to growing in our
faith as we follow Jesus together this
year!
All Sunday School classes will start
the new program year with the
“Welcome All” unit from Follow
Me, and we’ll share more about this
unit on Sunday, August 15 at the
Kick-Off Sunday program in the
Fellowship Hall. Hope to see you
there!

August 22 – Who’s That Stranger?
(Luke 24:13-24)
August 29 – That’s Just My Style
(Luke 10:38-42)
September 5 – No Sunday School //
Labor Day
September 12 – Welcome…All?
(Luke 7:36-50)

SAVE THE DATE!
Children and Families Lunch
Sunday, September 19 at 12:30 p.m.

Join us for food and fellowship!

CHILDREN’S CHURCH
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
Children’s Ministry is ready for the
start of a new program year!
For the first four weeks of Sunday
School, we’ll be talking about what
it means to welcome others. How
has God welcomed us? How can we
welcome each other and our
neighbors?
Preschool Sunday School (for
children ages 3 through
kindergarten) meets in room 4.

We’ll also commission Christian
Education leaders and preschool staff
during the 11:00 a.m. worship
service. It’ll be a special day in the
life of the church!
Follow Me Curriculum

August 29 – Know Your Gifts (Luke
10:38-42)
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August 15 – Welcome to God’s
World! (Genesis 1:1-2:2)

Five Guys // 630 Crane Creek Dr
(Sprouts Shopping Center)

August 15 – Welcome All as God
Welcomes Us (Genesis 1; Luke
18:15-17)

We’re using a
new
curriculum in
our Sunday
School classes
this year!
Follow Me is the latest curriculum
out of the PC(USA), and it includes
36 units that are based on practices

Elementary School Sunday School
(for children in first through fifth
grade) meets in room 103.

August 22 – See Christ in Every
Person (Matthew 25:31-46)

September 5 – No Sunday School //
Labor Day
September 12 – Challenging Others
(Acts 10)

August 2021

We believe that worship is the most
important activity of the Christian
community, and we also appreciate
that children and adults worship
differently. Children’s Church is an
opportunity for children ages 4
through 2nd grade to worship
together after the Time with
Children in the 11:00 a.m. worship
service. Church members lead
children in their own worship
service, which includes a Bible
story, prayers, and songs each week.
If your child has aged out of
Children’s Church, check out the
worship bags for older elementary
kids at the back of the sanctuary.
We’ve freshened up the crayons,
pencils, and paper, and we’ve also
added new activities including a
Worship Notes for Kids worksheet
to help them engage with the service.
We’ll be adding different materials
and activities each month, so check
back often!
(See “Education,” page 5)
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(continued from page 4)

YOUTH MINISTRY
Sunday School
All middle and high school are
invited to youth Sunday School,
which begins on Sunday, August 15.
We meet in room 203 (upstairs).
August 15 – Welcome Others
(Genesis 18:1-10)
August 22 – See Christ in Every
Person (Luke 7:36-48)
August 29 – Know Your Gifts (1
Kings 17:8-16)
September 5 – No Sunday School //
Labor Day

Adult Ministry

Presbyterian Women

SALT Class – The Salt class will
begin with Welcome Others as God
Welcomes You from the Follow Me
Presbyterian curriculum chosen for
this year. It is a four part series, we
look forward to learning how
hospitality was practiced in the
Hebrew scripture, how Christ shared
hospitality and what we do to
practice this today.

Study Books for PW Circles

See you in Room 12 on Sunday,
August 15 following the Rally Day
gathering in Fellowship Hall.
For questions about adult classes,
feel free to contact
Judy Grieve (407-230-6853), Brock
Daniels (706-733-7096), or Kathy
Ordelt (404-593-9161)
WADING

The 2021 - 2022 PW Horizons Study
Book is: What My Grandmothers
Taught Me: Learning from the
Women in Matthew’s Genealogy by
Merryl Blair. If you would like a
copy, please turn in $12.00 to the
church office or mail your check to
the church — c/o Jenn Harrison,
financial secretary. If you take your
money to the church office, put the
money in an envelope that is clearly
marked with your name and "PW
Study Book”.
Please submit your money
by August 30, 2021 so that we may
order as a group, which saves on
postal costs. After that date we ask
that you order your own study book
through Horizons.

September 12 – Challenge Othering
(Mark 10:13-16)

For mor information contact Cindy
Wallerich (706-993-0102).

Beyond Sunday Mornings

LADIES FOR LUNCH

2nd Sunday of the month: Service
Our faith is about more than what
we believe or what we say; it’s also
about what we do. On the second
weekends of the month, our Sunday
afternoon gathering will focus on
service to others.
4th Sunday of the month: Fellowship
Part of what it means to be church is
to enjoy being together. On the
fourth Sundays of the month, we’ll
hang out and have fun together.
Plans for these events will be made
with consideration for COVID-19
conditions.
5th Sunday of the month: Sabbath
(no meeting)
Sabbath – or rest – is an important
part of our faith too. In the months
where there’s a fifth Sunday, we
won’t meet on that Sunday.

This is a time for Bible study and
fellowship for women. For all
women, but after dinner for those
women who find that their schedules
don’t permit them to join in the
daytime study or fellowship groups.
Monday evenings at 7:00 (to
approximately 8:15) in Room 12.
We have been studying the book of
Esther this Summer. A short book
with a lot of thoughts on women and
being available for God’s work.

August Plans

As the school year begins, we will
study the book of Ruth. Another
short book about women.

4th Sunday Fellowship – August 22
Top Golf Outing

For more information, please contact
Mary McCarter, (812) 229-1368

Ladies for Lunch will meet Tuesday,
August 10 at 11:30 a.m. Women and
friends of Covenant will gather at
Village Deli in the Daniel Village
Shopping Center. Contact Phoebe
Crimmins at 706-738-7820 or by
email at
phoebebeach30@hotmail.com to
make your reservation for this
gathering so that we may have space
for you.

COVENANT COLLEGE
CONNECTION
We love our college students and
want to keep up with them during the
school year! If you’re a parent of a
college student, keep an eye on your
email inbox this month for an email
from Katelyn asking for your
student’s current contact info. Know
that we keep you and your college
student in our prayers!

More details coming soon.
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Church Member Profiles
RUBÉN AND MARIÁ RIVERA
Rubén is originally from Puerto Rico
and has been in the US since 2012.
He was born and raised in the
Presbyterian Church. His
grandfather, from his mom side, was
a pastor of the same church. He is the
youngest of four siblings.
Rubén has a bachelor’s and Master’s
Degree in Chemistry and has spent
his career in the Pharmaceutical and
Medical Device Industry. He has
professional experience with Eli
Lilly, TEVA, Novartis,
CooperVision, and Baxter prior to
joining Cardinal in October 2018.
He enjoys running and has
participated in 5Ks, 10Ks, and Half
Marathons and works as a Personal
Trainer. A fun fact about Ruben - he
has provided security service to
several big names who have visited
Puerto Rico – Phil Collins, Madonna,
Boston, Marc Anthony, and Ricky
Martin to name a few!
María is also originally from Puerto
Rico. She attended college in Indiana
and returned to her hometown after
graduation. She was born and raised
in the Baptist Church.

COVENANT CHIMES

María has a bachelor’s degree in
industrial engineering and has spent
her career in the Pharmaceutical
Industry. She has professional
experience with Johnson & Johnson
and Eli Lilly. After a seven-year
break from work, she now works for
Augusta-Richmond County.
She enjoys working in the yard and
loves watching Hallmark
movies. During the time off work,
she enjoyed working with the
community.
We got married twenty-four years
ago. We were blessed to have two
daughters, Karla and Ana. We lived
in Wilson, NC before moving to
North Augusta, SC.
The first church in our list of
churches to visit in Augusta was
Covenant Presbyterian. Once we
attended the first service, we decided
not to visit any other church. And
here we are!
Rubén and Mariá Rivera

Preschool News
Covenant Preschool and Children’s
Day Out is back in full swing this
month!
The teachers and staff return on August 9, students and families meet
their teachers on August 13, and the
first day of school is August 16!
We’re so excited for the preschool
hall and classrooms to be filled with
the sounds of children again, and we
are grateful to the congregation for
its support in purchasing the teachers’ wish list items before the start of
the new school year.
We have some fun plans in the
works for ways that you can support
the preschool throughout the year, so
stay tuned for that information coming soon!
Peace,
Katelyn Gordon Cooke,
Co-Pastor and Interim Preschool
Director

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
FELLOWSHIP
Save the Date for the return of
Wednesday Night Fellowship on
Wednesday, September 8, 2021!
More information about WNF will
be available in future church
publications.
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Mission
LOOKING FOR A LEADER
FOR A NEW GAP PROGRAM
GAP has discerned that we need to
find a way for people to volunteer at
GAP who are unable to come during
the week because they work. We
came up with a vision of holding a
Saturday program once a month. We
will call it Second Saturday, opening
our doors for activities and service
from 8:30am to 11:30am. We are
hoping volunteers will come from
our partner churches and
friends. This would also be a way
for parents and children to serve
together.
What the program will need is a
leader to coordinate the activities
each month and communicate with
those participating that particular
month. One thing we don't provide
on Thursdays is cleaning supplies.
Another need we do not provide
regularly is feminine hygiene
products. We picture children inside
working with adults on cards, snack
packs to give to clients on Thursdays
or projects they create based on the
time of year and how they feel led to
serve. At the same time, other adults

GOODIES FOR GAP
UPDATE
Goodies are collected and bagged on
the third Wednesday of the month
for delivery to GAP on the following
Thursday morning. In addition,
volunteers will work together to
assemble bags at the church at 3:00
every third Wednesday. The next
Goodies for GAP collection and
bagging is August 18.
If you would like to be added to our
list of bakers, please let Martha
Bertrand know
(mbertrand651@gmail.com).
Bakers contribute as their schedules
allow and not everyone bakes every
time.

and youth will work with clients by
providing cleaning supplies and
feminine hygiene products. The
community of volunteers working
with this program would be
encouraged to modify and develop
this idea allowing it to grow in the
direction God leads it based on their
experiences each month. Funds for
this new program would be provided
by our GAP budget.
The leader(s) of this pilot program
would coordinate projects and
volunteers for the second Saturdays
of each month. They do not have to
commit to being present each month,
but would need to identify a
substitute manager in their absence.
Are you interested in managing this
new pilot program at GAP? Do you
have someone in mind that would
partner with you as co-managers?
We ask that you prayerfully consider
this new opportunity. If you are
interested or would like more
information please call our
Administrator, Jodi Huff at 706-7224408 or gapmin@bellsouth.net.

GAP ITEM OF THE
MONTH
The items of the month for August is
toilet paper. This item will be a
welcome addition to our Food Pantry
shelves.
GAP Ministries is continuing serve
the hungry through its food pantry,
and our supplies are running low.
We appreciate all that Golden
Harvest does to keep us stocked, but
their inventory is down, too. When
you are at the store, remember that
we especially need bar soap, canned
meat, and canned vegetables. If you
are sewing face masks, please donate
some for our homeless clients. A
donation box is outside the church
on the landing beside the office door.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
1
David Lapp, Fred Pauer
6
Alva Faulkner, Jeff Pettit
7
Wanda Pittman
11
Linda-Jean Jay
13
Barbara Trulock
17
Martha Bertrand
Paula Reardon
18
Ella Davis
19
Julie Boone,
Charlotte Ealick,
Ian Lindsay
22
McKenzie Weekley
23
Andrew Buchholz
24
Ruth Mayhall
26
Owen Gillies
29
Phoebe Crimmins
31
Priscilla Gilman

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
2
Jim & Sue Wade
(63 years)
11
Joe & Jodi Huff
(31 years)
13
Joe & Diane Griffin
(55 years)
17
Terry & Joyce Bowers
(53 years)
21
Hubert & Debbie van Tuyll
(39 years)
27
Dave & Judy Grieve
(55 years)

Mary Beachum
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July Worship Schedule
USHERS
8/1:
8/8:
8/15:

8/22:
8/29:

Judy Grieve, Chris Henry,
Ruth Mayhall,
Buddy Simpson, Bill Usry
Steve Bell, Dalton Cooper,
John Ealick, Angela Hobby
Jim Buckalew,
Jim Crimmins, Jimmy Lea,
Johnny Lowe, Charlie Terry,
Jim Wade
Hugh Dobbins, Dave Lapp,
Lucyle Ferris,
Fidelis Ndingwan
Judy Grieve, Chris Henry,
Ruth Mayhall,
Buddy Simpson, Bill Usry

LITURGIST/READER
AT 11:00 AM SERVICE

A/V TEAM

8/1:
8/8:
8/15:
8/22::
8/29:

Steve Bell, Terry Bowers, John
Ealick, Owen Gillies, Charles Jay,
Emma Raider

Charlie Terry
Owen Gillies
Steve Bell
Jim Crimmins
Gail Kouame

PREACHER
8/1:
8/8:
8/15:
8/22:
8/29:

Karla Conditt Daniels
Andy Cooke
Andy Cooke
Katelyn Gordon Cooke
Andy Cooke

GREETERS

August

COORDINATORS
Lindsay Kircher, Greeter
Coordinator
John Ealick, A/V Team Coordinator
Chris Henry, Usher Coordinator
Kaye Petkas, Liturgist/Reader
Coordinator

8/1
8/8:
8/15:

Sabina Widner
Pat Ritter
Mary Beachum &
Martha Bertrand
8/22:: Sarah Colborn
8/29: Jim Crimmins

Prayer Concerns

New Prayer Concerns
Deb Pittman – Health during
pregnancy
Lois Reynolds – Radiation
Treatments (0728)
Gail Roat – At Doctors Hospital
(0714)
Continued Prayer Concerns
All of Covenant’s Missionaries
All who serve in the U.S. Military
Tanya Dimorier (Judy Strogonoff’s
step-sister) – At home, chemo
treatments (0618)
Bill Fletcher and family (Covenant’s
Piano Tuner) upon the death of their
son (0701)

Donald Gilman (Priscilla Gilman’s
brother)– Leg Amputation,
Alexandria, VA (0706)
Jim Gilman (Priscilla Gilman’s
brother) – Kidney Infection and
sepsis, Denver , CO (0706)
Camilla Humphrey – Recent knee
surgery, At home (0714)
Betty Johnston – Recovering from
surgery, Brandon Wilde (0712)
David Rhoades – Recovering from
surgery (0518)

Larry Lutcher – Brandon Wilde
Leah Mannel – Brandon Wilde
Jocelyn Martin-Moses (Karell
Moses’ mother) – At home
Carol Paulson – At home
Elizabeth Swink – At home
Jane Terry (Chris Terry’s mother) –
Lake Wales, FL
Barbara Williams – Brandon Wilde
And for all those whose names we
hold in our hearts.

Enduring Concerns
Dorris Andrews (Elaine Lea’s
mother) – Brandon Wilde
Phyllis Daniels – Brandon Wilde
Lois Davis – Kentwood
Juanita Davis (Andrea Butt’s aunt) –
Jacksonville, FL
Anne Degrazia – Alpharetta, GA
Priscilla Gilman – Brandon Wilde
Malcolm Kling – At Brandon Wilde

The prayer ministry is led by deacons Lindsay Kircher, Sabina Widner, and Dana Johnson. To add a prayer concern, please contact the church
office at jstrogonoff@covenantaugusta.org.
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